The Library of Congress” 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


Tas Weyies:Qeyermer- 
9157 ' 


MESSAGE o FES 


or 


W. W. H. DAVIS, 


ACTING GOVERNOR 
TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO, 


i DELIVERED TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, DECEMBER 3rp, 1856. 


SANTA. FE: 
PRINTED IN THE SANTA FE WEEKLY GAZETTE OFFICE: 


MDCCCLV, 


LAN Bhd 
# 


MESSAGE. 


Kc, Kou Kio, | 


GENTLEMEN OF THE COUNCIL 
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; 


The fourth section of the Organic Law authorizes and requires the 
Secretary of the Territory, in case of the absence of the Governor, to 
execute and perform all his powers and duties, during such absence; 
and I appear before you to-day in the discharge of the duties thus made 
incumbent upon me, | 

We have great cause to return thanks for the manner in which Pro- 
vidence has smiled upon us during the past year. We have been blessed 
with refreshing rains for the growth of crops, and the labors of the hus- 
bandman have been rewarded by a plentiful harvest. Prosperity has 
attended every avenue of business; and while people have hardly been 
able to procure food enough to sustain life, in other sections of the 
Union, here there has been an abundant supply for all, and at reasonable 
prices, We have been preserved from the fearful diseases that annually 
desolate some of the fairest portions of our land; and with the excep- 
tion of occasional conflicts with the Indians, now happily terminated, our 
whole population have lived in peace and happiness under the benign 
laws of the general and territorial government. 

In fulfilment of the obligations imposed upon me by law, it becomes 
my duty to lay before you the condition of the Territory, and to recom- 
mend such measures as I may deem expedient, and calculated to promote 
the public interest. 

It affords me pleasure to inform you that we are at peace with the 
various Indian tribes of the Territory. .At the close of the past year 
the depredations of the Indians had become so frequent in various parts 
of the country, that the military commander of this department deemed 
it necessary to call upon the Executive for volunteers to assist the regu- 
lars in chastising the savage foe. The Governor made his requisition 
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for six companies of mounted volunteers, to serve for: the ‘period of six 
. months; and in a few days the force called for was raised, and duly 
mustered into the service of the United States. Our citizens responded 
to the call of the Executive with commendable promptitude; and more 
companies were raised: thaw could be accepted; and those who were re- 
jected were apparently mortifed that they: werd: not allowed to bear 
arms in the service of their country, In the month of January last the W 
tide of suceess seemed to turn against our wily foe, and continued to run 
in favor of our arms until the enemy sued. for peace. The first check 
they received was in the encounter of Lieut, Sturgis with a band of 
Mescalero Apaches, on. their returnifrom. a, marauding expedition into. 
the county of Santa Fé. About the same time Capt, Ewell, with a` 
force of dragoons and infantry, penetrated into the heart of the Mes- 
calero country, and defeated the Indians in a sharp action, with con- 
siderable loss, including their head chief. . | | 
_ In the month of March a force of nearly a thousand men, composed 
of regulars and volunteers, took the field against the Indians. Two 
expeditions were organized; one in the south commanded by Col. Miles, , 
third United States infantry, in pursuit of the Mescaleros, and the other 
in the north, under the command of Col, Fauntleroy, first United States 
dragoons, and Lieut, Col. St. Vrain, mounted volunteers, in pursuit of the 
Utahs and Jicarilla Apaches, both of which were entirely successful. 
The campaign in the north was almost wholly amid the snows of the 
Rocky Mountains, and the service performed was among the most ar- 
duous to be met with in military life. In the south the troops again 
penetrated the country inhabited by the Mescaleros, in the heart of 
“which tas established a permanent military post. The effect of these 
-Garipalgns was to cause the Indians to lay down their arms and sue for 
‘peace. During the past summer His Excellency, Governor Meriwether, 
‘appointed sole Commissioner for that purpose, met the various tribes in 
eouncil, and concluded satisfactory treaties with them. A certain dis-' 
‘iat of country is set apart for each tribe to inhabit, and they, on their 
‘part, pledge themselves to cultivate the soil for a living. After these 
“ $renties shall have been ratified by the Senate of the United States, and 
tele provisions. carried out, I feel confident that our Territory will 
bufer no more from depredations by these Indians, The term of service 
of the volunteers expired the beginning of August last, when they were 
dikcharged, having been noticed, in orders, in the most complimentary 
‘Manner by the commanding General of the department. The regulars, 
- officers and men, as well as the volunteers, distinguished themselves in 
‘the discharge of their duty, and deserve the thanks of the Territory for 
: their meritorious service. Ay the act of Congress of the third of March, 
1855, the volunteers are each entitled to one hundred and sixty acres 
of land; but as the warrants cannot issue to them, until they shall have 
"Teceived their pay, I would recommend that you memorialize Congress, 
at un early day, to make an appropriation for that purpose. 

Since the meeting of the last Legislature, the Surveyor General, ap- 
“pointed forour Territory, has. arrived and entered upon the duties of 
‘his office, The surveys are progressing as rapidly as possible, and. it is 

exptcted that the saleable land will be brought into market the ensuing 
year. The bill, creating this office, is defective in many of its parts, and 
needs much alteration, but in other particulars contains very liberal pro- 
‘wisions in favor of our citizens, Hach actual settler is entitled to one 
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hundred and sixty acres of public land, which will secure a comfortable. 
home to himself and family, almost without expense. “This is a more, 
liberal provision than. Congress has’ made. for any other Territory, with. 
the exception of Oregon, and exhibits the paternal solicitude the general, 
government has for the interests of our people. The recent treaties,. 
made with the Indians, will open to settlement a large scope of country: 
hitherto inaccessible, some portions of which embrace among: the finest. 
land in the Territory, ‘That section known as the Bonito country is. | 
. particularly desirable for farming and grazing, being well wooded and , 
‘watered, with a fruitful soil, and-a pleasant and healthful climate, No. | 
. part of our country offers more inducements to the enterprising settler, : 
` in the promise of a bountiful’ return.to his. labors. Th this connection - 
allow me to call your attention to the importance of ‘extending all the 
aid in your power to agriculture, because no occupation is more worthy 
your fostering care. ' It-is the oldest of all human pursuits, and was the, 
first occupation man engaged in after the creation of the world, ‘ It can 
lay claim to divine origin, for we read in the holy record, that after God. 
had formed the garden of Eden, he placed Adam in it, and directed him. - 
“to dress it and keep it.” The cultivation of the soil being the founda-. 
tion of the means of living, and the source of the real power and pros». 
perity of every country, entitle it to pre-eminence over every other pu - 
suit in life, and should draw to it the paternal care of every wise govern, 
ment, - i E | 
There appears to be a necessity of more stringent laws to prevent. 
frauds in elections, The right of suffrage is the dearest political right 
that freemen possess, and every possible safeguard should be thrown. 
around its exercise, so that the popular. will can be fairly expressed. 
The ballot box should be safe from every unlawful interference, and 
every species of frand committed in an election should be severely pun- 
ished. If the voice of the people cannot be fairly. expressed, in the: 
choice of publie servauts, the right of suffrage becomes a mockery, and 
our republican institutions ecase to derive their just powers front the: 
consent of the governed. Whenever fraud is perpetrated the people 
doubt that the acts of their political agents have the sanction of the 
majority, and, in consequence, they lose confidence in the government 
itself. I would, therefore, recommend the passage of a law making it a 
penal offence for the prefect to refuse, or neglect to count the votes 
without unnecessary delay, or to forward the returns to the office of the. 
Secretary of the Territory; for auy one to take the poll-books from the: 
messenger, or for him to deliver them to another; or for any person to 
obstruct, in any manner whatever, the returns being sent in, as pre 
scribed by law. I would also recommend the passage of a law pro- 
hibiting betting npon elections, making the offence punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, This practise is a very pernicious one, and - 
parties, who are interested in bets, are often induced to practice fraud 
in order to secure the success of their favorite candidate, and win the 
money they have at stake. | 
There is a comity between the respective States of the Union, in re- 
gard to the arrest of criminals who flee from one to another, In all 
such cases the fuzitive is arrested upon suspicion, and held until the 
authorities, waencé he fled, can demand him, when he is given up, at the 
cost of the party making the application: There seems an obvious pro- 
priety in the States thus surrendering up eriminals to each other, and I 
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would recommend the passage of a similar law in this Territory, autho 
rizing the arrest of such fugitives upon well-founded suspicion, and their, 
detention until they can be demanded ‘by the proper authorities, °° 
.. By a recent act of. Congress, relating to the: distribution’ of armsin - 
the Territories, each'one, that has not heretofore received its quota; is - 

entitled to two thousand muskets with. the necessary equipments, Du- . 

' ‘ring the past summer His Excellency, Governor Meriwether, received’ 
.. Notice from the: Chief of Ordnance, at Washington, that New. Mexico 
was entitled to this number‘ of muskets, with the addition of one hun~, 

_ dred and thirty-seven more, or their equivalent in other description of 
arms, the quota of 1855, and which he was informed would be delivered — 
at any point in the Territory he might. designate. In view of these, ` 

‘arms being received during the coming summer, I would call your at- W 
tention to the necessity of. a law providing for the distribution of the 
same among the respective counties of the Territory. „E eee 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, work has been resumed 

„upon the publie' buildings, which was continued the past season until 
the middle of October, The Secretary of the Treasury of the United: 
States authorized the Governor of the Territory to seleet a site for the 
penitentiary, which he located upon the north-west corner of the same 
square of ground, on which the state house. is being erected, The foun- 
dation of the former building is completed, in the most substantial; 
manner, and a considerable amount of work has been done upon the | 
latter, Operations will be resumed upon both buildings, as soon ‘as 
practicable in the spring, and it is to be hoped they can be carried. for- 
ward, the coming season, well towards a state of completion, Both 
buildings are muclirneeded by the wants of the Territory; and when the 
penitentiary shall have been completed, the facilities it will afford for 
the punishment of criminals, will, I have no doubt, have a salutary ef- 
fect in the ditnunition of crime. e 

Duting the session of the Legislature in December, 1847, an act was 
passed in relation to the Pueblo Indians, It creates and constitutes 
the several pueblos bodies politic and corporate, with perpetual succes- 
sion to them and their successors, with the right to sue and be sued, 
bring and defend actions, and grants them other legal privileges enjoyed 
by out citizens. The government of the United States has always con- 
sidered the Indian population of the country in the light of wards, with 
whose welfare she is especially charged. Congress makes such needful 
laws as may be required in their intercourse with our citizens, and has 
never recognized the right of any State or Territory to legislate for 
them; which if they can do in one instance they can do in every other, 
and thus would: have it in their power to remove them entirely from 
under the fostering care of the general government, Jt is true that the 
Pueblo Indians occupy à position somewhat different from that pre-. 
sented by the wandering tribes, being permanently settled in villages, , 
and enjoying a higher degree of civilization, but this is not sufficient to . 
remove them from the immediate jurisdiction of the United States. I 
consider the act in question as mischievous in its tendencies, and caleu- 
lated to work injury to this simple-minded people, It fosters, among 
the different pueblos, a spirit of litigation; and when any difficulty 
arises between them, instead of submitting its adjustment to those ap- 
pointed, by the United States, to look after their immediate welfare, 
they resort to our courts, where the breach is more likely to be widened, 


A ‘ 
1 
"uj 
{ 
Ji ~l 


than healed, That such bas been the effect of this law we have abun- - 
dant evidence, Within the last eighteen months the two neighboring: 
pueblos of Laguna and Acoma have. resorted to the legal tribunals to 
settle the most trifling difficulties, and now a number of cuits are pend: , 
ing. It may be years before all these suits are settled, when the Indians. 
will probably find themselves stripped of the little personal property 
` they possess, besides a hostility engendered that time cannot reponcile, . 

For these reasons I suggest the propriety and necessity of repealing this 
“law, that this class of persons may alone be subject to the legislation of- 
the national government. | = ME o 

I would recommend that you memorialize the Postmaster General : 
to increase the mail facilities between the States and our Territory. 
The geographical position of New Mexico, being in the heart of the eons, 
tinent, and bounded on every side by immense desert plains and ragged’ 
mountains, renders it more distant from the general government than 
any other portion of the Union over which waves our flag. There are | 
‘many reasons why the intercourse with the home government should be 

increased. Three months are now required before a reply can be re- 
ceived by mail from Washington, in the most pressing emergency, and 
not in that time, unless prompt attention is given; and this delay often 
seriously embarrasés our public officers. 'To the great mass. of the peo- 
ple of the States, our Territory is almost an unknown land, gnd even 
the best informed have but a very limited knowledge of it. By a mare 
frequent intercourse and interchange of intelligence with other sections 
of the Union, our people will become better known, our resources under» 
stood, and the attention, of those seeking new homes westward, directed ' 
to our valleys and plains. Although nature has not lavished her bounties 
upon our Territory with so profuse a hand as mark her gifts to other 
portions of our happy country, it has nof been wholly neglected in the 
bestowal of blessings. Our barren and rugged mountains are inter- 
spersed with fertile vallies which yield a good return to the husband- 
man, and our plains, unsurpassed in extent, furnish fine pasture to flocks 
and herds, where they can roam throughout the year. Our mountains 
abound with the useful and precious metals, and enterprise and capital 
only are wanting to develop them in great profit. Grapes of a delicious 
quality thrive in abundance, from which an excellent wine is made, with 
small expense. In. point of climate New Mexico is not surpassed by 
any portion of the world. The sky is more pure, clear and healthful 
than that of Italy, and there is a freedom from disease that is unknown 
in any other country. À farm awaits every one who comes, donated by 
the liberality of the general government. These inducements, with a 
prospect of a permanent peace with the Indian tribes, are sufficient to 
invite emigrants to take up their homes among us, and assist in deve- 
loping the resources of the country. 

The fifth section of the Organic Law provides that, “An apportion: 
ment shall be made, as nearly equal as practicable, among the several 
counties or districts for the election of the council and house of repre- 
sentatives, giving to each section of the Territory, representation in the 
ratio of its population, (Indians excepted), as ncarly as may be.” This 
has never been done as the act of Congress contemplates, Whe act of 
Assembly, under which the present apportionment was made, is that of 
January 6, 1852, and is so manifestly unjust and unequal, that justice 
to the rerpective counties and districts calls for its modification, The 
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only true basis of representation is that made in proportion to the ratio 
‘of population, and when adjusted: in any other manner, injustice is sure 
to be done; some districts are deprived of their proper voice, in the 
Legislature, while others are“allowed more than they are entitled to, 
This is particularly the case as regards the! members of the house of 
representatives as. the apportionment now stands. . The county of Rio 
Arriba, with a popular vote of nineteen hundred, is at present entitled 
“to five members, while Bernalillo-and San: Miguel, the former with as 
many votes, and. the latter with a hundred votes. less than Rio Arriba, 
are each entitled to but three members, And while Santa Fé, with a 
vote: of fifteen hundred, sends four members to the lower house, Valen- 
cia, with the same vote, is entitled to but three members, This unequal 
representation is évidentiy wrong, and I would recommend that the law 
be: so modified that each county can have a representation in proportion 
to its population, As a basis, for the apportionment, you can either 
take the United States census of 1850, the popular vote of the last 
election, or authorize the census to be taken anew, 

: The county jails and court. houses are in a very ruined condition, and 
your attention is called to the necessity of an appropriation to’ place 
them in a proper state of repairs. 'The want of necessary buildings for 
the confinement of criminals is severely felt in the administration of jus- 
tice, and, greatly retards the punishment of crime, In some of the 
counties the jails are so insecure that they cannot be used as such, and 
criminals are sometimes turned over to the military authorities for safe 
keeping, This state of things leads to infractions of the law, for bad 
men are more disposed to commit offences when the prospect of punish- 
ment is“ remote, than when immediate. The certainty of punishment, 
more than its severity, has a tendency to prevent crime. In most of 
the counties the court houses are in no better condition than the jails, 
and are wholly without accommodations for the courts, very citizen 
is interested in the administration of justice, and safe keeping: of crimi- 
nals so that they cannot depredate. anew upon the community, and it 
becomes their duty to provide the necessary buildings for these purposes, 
These repairs cannot be made without a considerable outlay of money, 
and I earnestly recommend that you make the necessary provision for 
these objects, | 
One of the most important duties, that will devolve upon you during 
the present session of the Legislature, will be a revision of our revenue 
laws, and to which I would call your early attention, There is no sub- 
ject of legislation that requires more care in its adjustment, or is more 
vital to the prosperity of a state, than a judicious system of taxation. 
The burdens of government should be borne by all tle members thereof, 
according to their ability to bear them; so that: no citizen shall be ob- 
liged to pay more than his equitable proportion. In our country repre- 
sentation and taxation are hand-maidens in our republican system; and 
no one can justly refuse to contribute his portion to the support ofa 
government which protects himin the peaceful enjoyment of life, and 
liberty, and the possession of property, No government can exist with- 
out a sufficient amount of revenue to keep the necessary machinery in 
motion. Publie servants should receive such compensation as will in- 
sure a faithful discharge of their duties, which will not be the case, if 
the state lacks the necessary means to pay them, 
. The finances of the Territory, at the present time, are in a very em- 
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barrassed condition. The treasury is without funds, and the credit of 
the Territory nearly bankrupt. The officers of the government are 
many months in arrears, in their salaries, and. there is no present pros- 
pect of their being paid. New warrants are issued, from time to time, 
which the holders hawk abont for sale, and many are willing: to sel 
them at almiost any price, rather than wait the uncertainty of their be- 
ing paid from the territorial treasury. It is often the case, for a con- 
siderable length of time, that. there is: not a dollar in the treasury, and 
the officers are obliged to ask credit for the necessary office expenses. 
Now, I ask you, as the representatives of the people, and tlie guardians - 
of the public welfare, what should be done under the circumstances? 
There can be but one .response: the revenue laws should be so amended. 
as to yield an amount-equal.to the current expenses of the government, 
and thus place the public credit upon a solid foundation. l 
The present system of taxation is highly objectionable in its features, 
inasmuch as the real wealth is not taxed, but all the burdens are borne . 
by the active business interests of the country, The revenue that is 
raised is derived from licenses aloe, and neither real nor personal pro- 
perty pays a dime towards the support of the government, This is a 
very unfair system of taxation, and is at variance with- the long estab- 
lished rule, that each citizen should be taxed in proportion to his wealth, 
If a man keeps store he pays to the Territory from thirty to. eighty 
dollars per annum, and as niuch, or more, to the county, while the rich 
proprietor who owns extensive possessions, is neither taxed for his 
houses, lands, nor flocks and herds. A system of revenue that imposes 
the whole burden upon the merchants and traders, and exempts the 
wealth of the country, is obviously wrong, and requires alteration, 

1 would call your attention to the propriety of -repealing all Jaws au 
thorizing gambling, and recommend that it be. made a penal offence 
punishable by fine and imprisonment. This is a vice too pernicious in 
its tendencies to receive the sanction of the law, and should be frowned 
upon by every good citizen. Ik'is the parent of numerous other vices 
that wait upon it—it fosters habits of idleness, entices youth from the 
paths of rectitude, sobriety, and honesty, and often. leads to erimes of 
the highest grade. Every community hus a right to expect that each 
member thereof will contribute his share to the aggregate wealth and 
prosperity of the whole; but when gambling is made to a degree, res- 
pectable and sanctioned by legal enactment, you invite among you a set 
of drones and idlers, who consume your substance without producing any- 
thing. This, however, is a small part of the objection to be urged against 
this vice, compared to the injury it does in demoralizing our citizens, and 
helping to make paupers and craninals. At the present time ours is the 
only State or Territory iu the Union in which gambling is authorized by 
law, and if we continue to encourage and legalize it, it will not speak well 
for the morality of our people, It may be urged against the repeal of 
these laws, that it will deprive the Territory of the revenue derived from 
this source; but with equal propriety it might be urged that we should 
legalize every other description of vice that would yield any income to 
the treasury. Such means of raising revenue have long since been aban- 
doned by every civilized state, and should not be resorted to here. Gam- 
bling is fearfully prevalent among all classes in our Territory, and some 
legislation is required to check this growing evil. | 

I would respectfully call your attention to the cause of general educa- 
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tion, and request that you take such action upon it, as will, tn your opin. 
ion, be most likely to diffuse. it more generally among the people. In 
this age of the world, when knowledge, in every department of learning, 
is making such rapid advance towards universal intelligence, those who 
would not be left, behind in the great race of power, wealth and happi- 
ness, must give this subject their undivided. attention. Education and 
intelligence are the political and social life-blood of a state, and are as 
necessary to its prosperity and happiness, as water to the growth of veg- 
itation, . Knowledge is light--ignorance is darkness; the former elevates 
_the moral and social condition of man, the latter debases his standard of 
humanity; and while one makes him a nseful citizen, and an honor to 
the state, the other leads him to vice, ĉrime, and misery. | 
„In our country there is great reason why education should be diffused 
among the masses. The government under which we live, and which 
we believe to be the most perfect system devised by man, derives all its 
beanty and stability from the intelligence of the people. In theory and 
practice it is based upon the capacity of the peopleto govern themselves; 
but if they are ignorant they are incapable of discharging the functions 
of self government, and our boasted system loses its vitality. In are- 
publican government the most honorable places of trust and profit are 
“open to all the citizens; the high-born and the lowly, the rich and the 
poor, have equal opportunity of public distinction unless rendered incom- 
petent by ignorance, or by vice, unworthy. This, of itself, should be suffi- 
cient stimulous to enlist every man in the cause of education, that him- 
self or his ehildren may enjoy the promised honors of our free institutions. 
The standard of education is at a very low ebb in our Territory, and de- 
mands immediate legislative attention. We are almost without shools 
and books, The census of 1850 exhibits to us, that in New Mexico, in 
a populution of 61,549 there were 25,089 adult persons who could not 
read and write, and at the same time there were only 466 children 
attending school. Of the adults who could not read and write, 
13,334 are males, a number about equal to the whole votable inhabi- 
tants of the Territory. This shows a fearful amount of ignorance among 
our people, and is ground to question their ability to make a proper 
use of the political power intrusted to them. In comparison with our 
sister Territories, I regret to say that we fall far behind them, Iu Ore- 
gon, in a population of 13,294, there were, at the same time, only 162 
adults who conld not read and write; and in Utah there were 154 
in a population of 11,380, in the same condition. In the former Terri- 
tory there were 1877, and in the latter 2035 children attending school. 
From these figures it appears that our children are growing up in igno- 
rance, and not being prepared to discharge the important social and po- 
litical duties that must devolve upon them. If we wish to take rank 
with the rest of the Union in intelligence, we must dispel the cloud of 
ignorance that hangs over us, by educating the rising generation. 
TIam well aware that the resources of the Territory are limited, and, 
however well disposed, it is not in your power to accomplish much in 
the great work of education. From our inability to sustain a system of 
education adequate to our wants, I would recommend that you lay our 
condition before Congress, and respectfully solicit aid from the general 
government. Congress has often shown a paternal regard for this remote 
section of the Union, and cannot turn a deaf ear to our necessities, Here- 
tofore the 16 and 36 sections of land in each township were granted the 
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Territory for school purposes; but from the physical formation of the 
country, so large a portion of the surface being rocky mountains and , 
barren plains, the proceeds of those sections do not promise much revenue. 


I would, therefore recommend that you memorialize Congress, that in 


lieu of the land, they appropriate a certain sum of money for educational . 
purposes in this Territory; the principal to be invested by.the genera! 


government, and the interest arising ‘therefrom to be expended in such 


manner, and under the direction of such officer as Congress may direct. 

I herewith transmit to the Legislative Assembly the annual reports 
of the Auditor and Treasurer, which will exhibit the condition of the’fi- © 
nances of the Territory, for the fiscal year ending the fifteenth. of No- 
vember last. From them it will be seen that the amount received into, 
the Treasury during the year was $8,735 34, and the amount. paid:out 
during the same period was $11,668. 57 2-3, showing: a balance against- 
the Territory for the fiscal year of $2,933 23 2-8, which being added to. 
$3,242 22 the amount outstandiug last year, shows the total indebted- 
ness to be $6,175 45 2-8, and which remains uprovided for. E 

Although our remote situation happily exempts us from the political 
agitations that prevail in other sections of the Union, we cannot be un- 
interested spectators of passing events. Fanaticism and treason to the 
Constitution and laws of the United States seem to have had breathed, 
into them a new life, and are now running riot in the land. We see se- 
cret oath-bound societies waging a politico-religious crusade against our 
adopted citizens, seeking; to deprive them of their constitutional rights, 
and to reduce them almost to a state of vassalage, asking that they shall 
bear all the burdens, but not be allowed to enjoy any of the rewards of 
government, It is contrary to reason and experience to make the birth- 
place a test of fidelity or merit, when it is known that these qualities ex- 
ist among men without distinction of race or clime. I do not hesitate 
to say, that as a body, our adopted citizens are as much devoted to our . 
institutions as the native born, and: our history shows that they have 
never been tardy in shedding their blood, or laying down their, lives in 
defence of the Union. The most ob‘ectionable feature in this new or- 
ganization is the religious aspect it wears, Professing christians of vari- 
ous denominations, have banded themselves with the political fanatics 
of the day, and, in forgetfulness of the precepts of Him whom they pro- 
fess to follow, have turned the vials of their wrath upon a single sect, 
which worship in common with them, tlie same God and the same Re- 
deemer, This may be christian charity of the nineteenth century, but it 
is not that taught by the Saviour of mankind, The history of the world 
has been made a bloody record by arousing the fierce passions of men 
upon the subject of religion, and it will be an evil day for our country 
when it shall become an element in our popular elections, because reli- 
gious fanaticism knows no bounds. It will be time enough to array our- 
selves against the Catholics of the United States when we see evidence 
to call in question their patriotism. a 

In one section of the Union the mad spirit of fanaticism has assumed 
a more tangible shape, and broken out in rank treason against the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States. The Legislature of Massachu: 
setts, at their last session, passed an act annulling a law of Congress, 
and fixing a heavy penalty upon any one who shall assist in carrying it 
into effect in thut State. An attack of this kind, upon the Constitution, 
is a blow at the integrity of the Union, and in a moral point of view is 
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ag much treason as thongh the people had resisted with armis in ther - 
‘hands. When a state sets herself up in: opposition to the general gov-. 

” ernment, andthe contest comes as to whose laws shall be obeyed, the 
“former will have to give way, and, if necessary, by force of arms, The 

Constitution of the United States is the result of mutual concessions. by. 
_ the several states, being a compromise of conflicting . interests, without. 
which no union could have been formed; and its adoption by the states- 

was a sacred pledge on their parts, that they would remain faithful to: 

‘the obligations. it ,imposed, - Massachusetts has seen: proper to violate 
her plighted faith, and thereby has disgraced herself in the eyes of the ` 
other states. When any member of the Union fails in her federal obli-. 

gations, it becomes the duty of every other State and Territory to take 

notice of such dereliction and call the erring one back to duty. It is a. 

cause of deep mortification that this, hitherto, proud old State—around 

_ whose history cluster so many holy memories of the past—where the 
revolution had its birth and was rocked while yet in swadling clothing —. 
whose storied urn points to Bunker’s Hill and Lexington, to a Hancock 

and an Adams; that a State thus endeared to the Union should forget 
her solemn obligations, and lift a hostile hand against the Constitution, : 

the great ark of our political safety, May the returning patriotism and 
sense of duty of her people speeedily wash away-the dark blot that now 
rests upon her escutcheon. | 

fo conclusion, gentlemen, allow me to call your minds to the important - 
dnties you have to perform as representatives of the people, who, for: 
the time being, have intrusted to you the power of making laws for their 
welfare. It will afford ms pleasure to render you any assistance in 
my power, in the discharge of your duties; and it is my earnest wish that 

harmony may preside over all your deliberations, and that each may be , 
governed solely by a desire to advance the publie good. | 
| | - W. W. H. DAVIS, 
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